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Honey, I’d Love to Dance

Honey bees communicate with each other by dancing. After a honey bee

has found food she tells the other bees when she returns to the hive. The
bee will dance on the honeycomb, while the other bees feel the dancing

bee and learn where the food is. By smelling the dancing bee and getting a
taste of her load of nectar, the other bees can tell what type of flower she has
visited. Different dances are used when the food s close to oF far away from the
hive. Bees have receptors on their feelers and legs which they use to feel the dance.

There are several bee dances, but the most common are the round dance and the waggle dance.
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Round Dance

When food is close to the hive (less than 100 yards), a worker bee performs
the round dance. She goes round and round, first one way and then the
other. The round dance does not show the
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If the food is in the same direction as the sun, the central run
of the dance is straight up the comb. If the food is to the
left or right of the sun, the bee alters the direction of the
dance by the correct amount to the left or right of the

N — ° upright line.
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The distance between t'!f;e hive and the food is communicat-
% ed by the speed of the dance and the buzzing sound made
/ by the dancing bee. The faster the worker dances, the closer

the food. The waggle dance shows both location and
distance of the flowers, so the bees know where to fly.




